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AUTHORS DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE IOWA SOIL HEALTH =
Mahdi Al-Kaisi ASSESSMENT CARD (ISHAC) £
Professor of Soil Management/Environment 1. Divide the farm and fields into separate sections for evaluation s NSISISTS NS
Iowa State University in the same way operators would divide them for soil fertility E
David Kwaw-Mensah sampling: Topography, history of tillage, crop rotation, and manure <
Research Associate, Soil Management/Environment application. E’
Towa State University ) T =
2. Enter the Location, Date, Soil Type, Soil Condition, Crop Type, and =\ N N NN n; S
. . . . [
) _ _ Variety Hybrid information for the assessed field at the top of the W= = = &
Funding for this card was provided by S = 2
ISHAC. = < o
USDA 2 < g ]
= 3. Use a shovel to get a representative soil sample from more than one g 2 E 2 g
_ United States Department of Agriculture spot within each portion of the field. 15 ‘u’.; EE-, § ;5, %
- . — <4}
Natural Resources Conservation Service 4. Rate each indicator on a scale from 1 to 10, with 10 being the best. E|2|E S S S SIS . s 8
. - . . S| &
Refer to the Rating Description as a guide to determine the score = E g 3 2
. . . . . - < =
for each indicator. Record site-specific observations in the Notes 85 g
section. S 2 E
7] > © =
. . . . £ s
5. Review and evaluate the scoring. Follow changes in the soil health '§ = NSISISISISGS NINISTS g L o §
indicators over time, examine current field management practices, é @ § 5 = & g
. . . T o o
explore options, and consider alternatives of management changes 2 2 g g a o
. -]
in problem areas. @ = ° S
& = = s 3
6. Consult recommended management practices for improving soil S VE,- N SINISIS S = ] = £
= = o
health. = = 3] ] 1S S
£ = S w s g >
£ i S = [ @
2 2
INTERPRETATION OF THE IOWA SOIL HEALTH ASSESSMENT § B 4 s £ =
RESULTS - | B — > 3 E g § E
= o
Managing Soil Health—To sustain plant, animal, and The rating descriptions for each indicator presented on the score card = E e g © = I =
ging plant, ' g P p S| g = S 5§ 4 A9 49 1A
human life and maintain or enhance ecosystems services represent the worst and best soil conditions at the time of evaluation. e |L g %‘ = E’
. . . . = =
As the ISHAC is used over time, the impact of different management SE, = = o 8 = E
2 T ‘= —_
systems can be documented. It is important that individual score cards § i o g 2 :CQ £
©
IO \}VA STATE UN IVERS ITY for each location are kept as a record to monitor how specific soils are @ 1] S Z = 4 § = _ =
. . . L. . < o p= 3 =} e X = = > 5
Extension and OutreaCh responding to overall soil and crop management decisions. Individuals = s 2 S o g &8 & & & ¢
. . . = ) (=r S IS ]
lowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, may also Consllder using the NRCS Soil Heélth‘ Bucket to assess the 8 = E =) 5 % | o o o o
disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, health of specific fields or soils more quantitatively. Contact a USDA- T = = S S|l o|s| s = IS 5 £ g
pregnancy, race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation,_s_ocioeconomic status, or status as NRCS district conservationist for information on Soil Health Bucket % o > -g g (= g ° LC> E} E 5 g_ E g -g_ g' £ %
a U.S. veteran, or other protected classes. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) %) = c g 2 g '-g T D | T = = = fx1 o = > - |2 g
Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to the Diversity Advisor, 2150 purChaSB and help. © E 7 E‘ S| 3T| B 5 § g = ‘f S = — % 2 S = = ‘s
Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, lowa 50011, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu. H El2lslslE|ISIE|SIEIS|E S 8 &8 £ a & 8 &8 &
All other inquiries may be directed to 800-262-3804. - <2 | BB R ©2) [BEsl — | - S
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	Date: 
	Location: 
	Crop type: 
	Variety or hybrid: 
	Soil type: 
	Slope: 
	Corn suitability rating: 
	Dry: Off
	Moist: Off
	Wet: Off
	Rolling to hilly: Off
	Gently rolling: Off
	Flat: Off
	Light: Off
	Moderate: Off
	Dark: Off
	Clay: Off
	Loam: Off
	Sand: Off
	Poorly drained: Off
	Moderately drained: Off
	Well drained: Off
	Notes: 


