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Georectifying Maps with Map Warper

Welcome to the Essential ArcGIS Task Sheet Series. This series supplements the Iowa State University Geospatial
Technology Training Program short course series. The task sheets are designed to provide quick, easy instructions for
performing mapping tasks.

Map Warper is an open source map warping/georectifying service. With Map Warper you can find and download
rectified maps, as well as upload and rectify your own maps. Georectificaiton is the digital alignment of an image with

a map of the same area. A number of corresponding control points, such as street intersections, building corners, and
railroads, marked on both the image and the map, and then used as reference points in the subsequent processing of the
image. This task sheet will take you through the steps of using Map Warper to rectify a historic scanned map.
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a. To get started, navigate to http://mapwarper.net
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b. If you don't already have a map you want to rectify,
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c. Before uploading a map to Map Warper, keep in
mind that by uploading images to the website,
you agree that you have permission to do so, and

accept that anyone else can potentially view and
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2. Uploading a Map et s Comos o
a.  Once you have created an account with Map
Warper and logged in, click on Upload Map in _ _
Title Subject Areageeuens;
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3. Rectifying a Map
a. After your map is created successfully, click on the E S o o con oo b
Rectify tab to begin rectifying the image. -
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b. You will see two map views, on the left your digital map s 5t Goe s s Boe e adusy | conments (0
image, and on the right an OpenStreetMap web map Map was successully crested.
that you will use to rectify the image. Note: you will need =~ *p*eem e e mephe s
to zoom out on the map on the right and pan to the correct
region to get started.
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c.  Next you will start adding control points between the
image and the map by clicking on the Add Control
Point icon. Click once on the image to place a marker,

and once in the matching location on the map. Click the & ==
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basemap. Use the slider to adjust transparency. e PR e o
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a.  When you are finished rectifying the image, click on the |
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2. PNG: Download rectified PNG (and associated .auz.xml et N Srcucks AN ships 1] Ughoud tp 1| Bewse Al Liyers. | Ad thyer [ Adout. H s H o

ﬁl ) Home > Search > Mags > Map 19284
€ Plat Map of Story County 1930

WM. Hixson & Co.'s 1930 plat book of Stary Courty, lowa. containing a mas of the cownty and township maps showing land cwnershio
x 13 esntred pamin

oy Ry L

3. KML: Download KML file (view KML in Google Maps) 5 o 190 10

4. WMS: WMS Capabﬂities URL (fOI'JOSM OpenStreetMap Show  Edit | Recufy Crop | Align  Preview Map  Export | Metadata = AdivRy = Comments (0)
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Contact:

Bailey Hanson bahanson@iastate.edu, 515-520-1436 or Professor Christopher J. Seeger, ASLA, GISP cjseeger@iastate.edu,
515-509-0651 for more information about the Geospatial Technology Program. This task sheet and more are available at
www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/gis

lIowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status,
national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Towa 50011, 515-
294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.
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