Agriculture Offers Economic Opportunities
The opportunities to add value to Iowa’s crops and livestock are many, and the economic rewards are farreaching. The following examples show what’s happening now, plus offer a glimpse at future possibilities.
• DAIRY - Iowa needs more milk production to keep its existing
dairy processors operating efficiently. The Iowa dairy industry
has a goal of increasing Iowa’s share of national milk production
from 2.22 percent to 2.8 percent by 2010. Every 100 dairy cows
translates into two jobs on-farm, 1.4 jobs off-farm and 1.5 students
in the local school.

• BEEF – One of Iowa’s hidden treasures is its beef industry. At
any one time, this state is home to over a million beef cows and
in excess of a million cattle on feed. Iowa has nearly 34,000 farms
with cattle on them. Producers received more than $1.47 billion
in cash receipts from the state’s cattle, and cattle sales represent 20
percent of Iowa’s annual agricultural income.

• ETHANOL - Iowa’s current 28 ethanol plants create 27,205 jobs
and $28 billion in economic activity to local economies annually.
Iowa ranks first in the nation in ethanol production. Iowa’s ethanol
industry now turns 690 million bushels of corn into 1.9 billion
gallons of ethanol.

• SWINE – Hogs are raised on 8,700 Iowa farms. The 25 million
hogs marketed each year in Iowa have a $12 billion impact on
the state’s economy, creating 63,000 jobs.

• GRAPES/WINE – There are 67 wineries in Iowa – either
currently operating or in the planning stages. On average, a
20,000 gallon winery creates 11 jobs and adds $613,000 to the
economy.

• SHEEP & GOATS – Iowa ranks sixth in the nation in sheep
production. And goat production is increasing. Both are attractive
livestock enterprises because of the growing ethnic market and
the low level of investment required to get started

• ORGANICS – Iowa has nearly 400 certified organic operations
and more than 80,000 acres of farmland devoted to organic
agriculture. There is increasing demand for organically grown
crops and produce.

• EGGS – Iowa leads the nation in egg production. Iowa laying
hens consume about 40 million bushels of corn and 20 million
bushels of soybeans each year, creating a valuable market for
Iowa’s crop producers.

• FARMERS’ MARKETS – In 2007, Iowa boasted 178
farmers’ markets. Consumers are showing an increased interest in
purchasing locally grown food.

• BIODIESEL – Iowa’s 13 biodiesel plants turn 140 million bushels
of soybeans into 260 million gallons of fuel each year. Demand
continues to grow and a continued favorable governmental policy
for biofuels can offer great opportunity for Iowa agriculture and
Iowa’s overall economy.

• TURKEYS – Iowa has three turkey processing plants. An
average Iowa turkey farm raises 50,000 birds annually. But that
isn’t enough to supply the processing plants in the state, which
must import about half of the birds needed. It’s estimated every
turkey raised in Iowa creates about $11 in economic activity.

Iowa State University can help

Combining Iowa’s rich natural resources, productive people and viable communities with its strong agricultural industry results
in successful economic development. Iowa State University can help individuals and groups build on the economic opportunities
offered by Iowa agriculture. Below is a sampling of the resources available.

Agricultural Marketing Resource Center: The
Agricultural Marketing Resource Center is a national virtual resource
center for value-added agricultural groups. Its mission is to provide
independent producers and processors with critical information to
build successful value-added agricultural enterprises.
Contact: Ray Hansen, (515) 294-3890, hansenr@iastate.edu
URL: www.agmrc.org

Iowa Beef Center: The Iowa Beef Center is a central contact
point for “all things beef” at Iowa State University. Its mission is
to enhance the vitality, profitability and growth of the Iowa beef
industry through timely and relevant producer education, applied
research and improved access to information.
Contact: John Lawrence, (515) 294-6290, jdlaw@iastate.edu
URL: www.iowabeefcenter.org

Beginning Farmer Center: The Beginning Farmer Center has
three objectives: Coordinating educational programs and services for
beginning farmers; assessing needs of beginning and retiring farmers
to identify opportunities for programs and services; and developing
statewide programs to educate beginning and retiring farm families.
Contact: Michael Duffy, (515) 294-6160, mduffy@iastate.edu
URL: www.extension.iastate.edu/bfc/

Iowa Grain Quality Initiative: The goal of the Iowa Grain
Quality Initiative is to create knowledge and provide information
that will improve the efficiency of commodity grain markets and
assist emerging markets for user-specific grains.
Contact: Charles Hurburgh, (515) 294-8629, tatry@iastate.edu
URL: www.extension.iastate.edu/Pages/grain/

Office of Biorenewables Programs: The initiative’s goal
is to develop technologies for converting crops and plant materials
into chemicals, fuels, fibers and energy. Advances in science offer
new opportunities for biobased products to compete with products
derived from fossil resources.
Contact: Robert Brown, (515) 294-7936, biomass@iastate.edu
URL: www.biorenew.iastate.edu
Center for Agricultural and Rural Development:
CARD is the largest university-based agricultural policy research
institute in the United States. It implements broad-based research on
resources and environmental policy, agricultural trade policy, food
and nutrition policy and rural and economic development policy.
Contact: Bruce Babcock, (515) 294-5764, babcock@iastate.edu
URL: www.card.iastate.edu
Center for Crops Utilization Research: Center programs
incorporate various aspects of new product and process research,
applications development and technology transfer. Activities focus
on developing technologies for producing food and industrial
products from agricultural materials, developing agricultural
substitutes for petrochemicals and modifying the functional
properties of crop-derived materials.
Contact: Larry Johnson, (515) 294-4365, ljohnson@iastate.edu
URL: www.ag.iastate.edu/centers/ccur
Community Vitality Center: The center’s goal is to serve as
a catalyst for innovative projects and initiatives designed to improve
the vitality of Iowa communities by facilitating networking among
small and medium-size rural communities, providing policy analysis,
engaging communities in dialogue and fostering discussion among
rural and urban interests.
Contact: Mark Edelman, (515) 294-6144, medelman@iastate.edu
URL: www.cvcia.org/
Institute for Food Safety and Security: The institute is
dedicated to protecting Iowa’s and the nation’s vast investment in
agriculture. Programs serve production, processor and consumer
needs by enabling rapid identification and effective responses to food
safety and security concerns that have impact throughout the global
food chain.
Contact: Manjit Misra, (515) 294-4781, IFSS@iastate.edu
URL: www.ifss.iastate.edu

Iowa Pork Industry Center: The mission of the Iowa
Pork Industry Center is to promote efficient pork production
technologies in Iowa, maintain Iowa’s pork industry leadership and
help strengthen rural development efforts.
Contact: John Mabry, (515) 294-4103, jmabry@iastate.edu
URL: www.ipic.iastate.edu
Iowa Dairy Coalition: The coalition’s primary goal is to
increase the state’s share of national milk production from 2.22
percent to 2.8 percent by 2010. This will require production per
cow to increase from 18,800 pounds to 22,000 pounds. It also will
require an increase of 26,000 cows.
Contact: Leo Timms, (515) 294-4522, ltimms@iastate.edu
URL: www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/staff/topicsreports.html
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture: Named
for conservationist Aldo Leopold, this center was established by the
Iowa Legislature in 1987 to conduct research on the environmental
and socioeconomic impacts of farming practices and to help develop
profitable farming systems that preserve the productivity and quality
of natural resources and the environment.
Contact: Jerry DeWitt, (515) 294-3711, jdewitt@iastate.edu
URL: www.ag.iastate.edu/centers/leopold/
Midwest Agribusiness Trade Research and
Information Center: MATRIC provides assessments of
agricultural policy impacts, analyses of country and product
markets, evaluations of foreign government policies and identifies
technologies and policies that improve the competitiveness and
marketability of agricultural products in international markets.
Contact: Bruce Babcock, (515) 294-5764, babcock@iastate.edu
URL: www.matric.iastate.edu/
Meat Laboratory: ISU’s meat science extension program is
ranked number-one in the nation. The program annually keeps
meat industry personnel and livestock producers up-to-date on the
latest in meat science, food processing and food safety technology.
The Meat Lab is a federally inspected facility capable of a wide range
of services for the improvement of meat products.
Contact: Joseph Cordray, (515) 294-4266, jcordray@iastate.edu
URL: www.ans.iastate.edu/centers/meatlab

North Central Regional Aquaculture Center: One
of five regional aquaculture centers administered by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. The mission of the centers is to support
aquaculture research, development, demonstration and extension
education to enhance viable and profitable U.S. aquaculture.
Contact: Joseph Morris, (515) 294-4622, jemorris@iastate.edu
URL: www.ncrac.org/
www.public.iastate.edu/~jemorris/
North Central Regional Center for Rural
Development: Serving 12 Midwestern states, the center is one
of four regional centers coordinating rural development research
and education through U.S. land grant institutions. The center
assists public and private decision making by encouraging and
conducting research, extension and educational programs designed
to improve the social and economic well-being of nonmetropolitan
communities.
Contact: Cornelia Flora, (515) 294-1329, cflora@iastate.edu
URL: www.ag.iastate.edu/centers/rdev/RuralDev.html
Regional Capacity Analysis Program: ReCAP personnel
collect, analyze, interpret and disseminate information on social,
economic and demographic trends in support of community and
regional analysis with emphasis on Iowa. Their expertise includes
data based in agriculture, employment and income, population,
public services and retail trade information.
Contact: Liesl Eathington, (515) 294-2954, leathing@iastate.edu
URL: www.seta.iastate.edu/
Organic Agriculture Program: The goal of the Organic
Agriculture Program is to advance the viability of ecologically based
agriculture, family farms and rural communities by working with a
team of scientists and stakeholders to develop sustainable/organic
agricultural systems and increase the amount and diversity of highvalue crops in the Midwest.
Contact: Kathleen Delate, (515) 294-7069, kdelate@iastate.edu
URL: extension.agron.iastate.edu/organicag/
Seed Science Center: The mission of the Seed Science
Center is to improve the production of quality seeds to feed the
world. In recent years, seeds also have become the primary delivery
mechanism for biotechnology products with pharmaceuticals,
nutritional and industrial applications.
Contact: Manjit Misra, (515) 294-6821, mkmisra@iastate.edu
URL: www.seeds.iastate.edu
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