Turfgrass management calendar:
Kentucky bluegrass lawns
This management calendar is a guide for maintaining turfgrass and
diagnosing turfgrass problems in central Iowa. Dates for southern
Iowa are 1 to 2 weeks earlier, for northern Iowa about 1 or 2 weeks
later.

Aeration — Aerify in midspring or fall if a compaction
problem exists. Use an aerifier that removes the plugs
of soil. Avoid spike-type aerifiers. Break up the cores
and work back into holes after the aerification has
been completed. Spring aerification will require use of
preemergence crabgrass herbicides.
Disease occurrence — Diseases may infect grass
plants throughout the year. Most lawn diseases are
difficult for home owners to identify and control.
Cultural practices may help prevent damage from
diseases. Avoid heavy spring fertilization as high
nitrogen levels favor leaf spot development. Water
infrequently and use large amounts of water. Avoid
late afternoon or evening watering. Remove excess
thatch by power raking in early spring or fall. Use of
fungicides should be delegated to a reputable lawn
care company.
Fertilization — Apply 1 to 2 pounds of nitrogen per
1,000 square feet in the spring, and 2 to 3 pounds of
nitrogen in the fall. Slow-release fertilizers containing
water insoluble nitrogen are preferred (see PM 1057,
Maintenance Fertilization of Turfgrasses). When farm
grade (water soluble) fertilizers are used, do not apply
more than 1 pound of nitrogen per 1000 square feet in
one application.
Insect occurrence — If a lawn has had a history of
billbug damage, control the adult billbug in mid-April to
mid-May with Diazinon or Dursban at recommended
rates. Increased skunk, bird, or mole activity on a lawn
usually indicates an insect problem, especially white
grubs. Identify and control the insect with a broadspectrum insecticide at recommended rates.
Liming — Use lime only when a soil test shows a
lime requirement. Contact your county extension
director for soil testing information.

Mowing — Mow Kentucky bluegrass at 2 to 21/2
inches. Raise the cutting height during hot, dry
weather. Mow often so no more than one-third of the
total leaf surface is removed. Clippings need not be
removed if mowing frequency is adequate. Sharpen
the mower blade on a regular basis. This provides a
cleaner cut on the grass (see PM 1213, Mowing Your
Lawn).
Seeding — Late summer to early fall is the ideal time
to seed Kentucky bluegrass. Spring seedings are
possible if irrigated. Seed Kentucky bluegrass at a rate
of 11/2 pounds of seed per 1000 sqare feet (see PM
1072, Establishing a Lawn from Seed).
Thatch removal — In early spring or fall, remove as
much thatch as possible with a power rake (see PM
1127, Thatch Control in the Home Lawn).
Renovation — Renovate damaged or thin lawns in
spring or early fall (see PM 1055, Turfgrass Renovation).
Watering — Kentucky bluegrass will withstand
drought by becoming dormant. If irrigation is begun
during a drought, continue to water throughout the
duration of the drought period. Apply water infrequently, but in sufficient amounts to wet the soil to a 6
inch depth.
Weed control — Use a preemergence herbicide, such
as DCPA, benefin, or bensulide, for crabgrass control.
Apply these materials between April 15 and May 1
according to label directions. Check with your county
extension office for the dates in your area.
Postemergence crabgrass herbicides must be applied
prior to crabgrass seedhead formation to be effective.
Spring and fall are the best times to apply
postemergence broadleaf herbicides. Fall applications
are preferred as there is less risk of injury to ornamentals, and weeds germinated during the summer would
be killed.
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. . . and justice for all
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in
alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten

Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8
and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Stanley R. Johnson, director, Cooperative Extension
Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames,
Iowa.

